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LITERARY GUILD CHOICE—JULY 


Susan Charmed Circle 
Harper. June 20, 1956. 377p. $3.95. 
perspective from 1956 back 1910, Susan Ertz 
the utterly plush Prentiss family through the 
"Twenties, the depleting and through 
the comeback years for income and art the ’Forties 
and ’Fifties. Myron and Ruth Prentiss have their own 
happiness for the family unit, which con- 
besides themselves, two sons, daughter, and 
lifelong friends, when daughter Clarisse Prentiss 


the first night her honeymoon deserts her mar- 
riage Sylvanus Dumont’s nephew, Fred. 


The family welcomes Clarisse without censure, abets 
her rejection all appeals reunite her with Fred. 
His suicide scarcely moves them; but newspaper ac- 
counts outrage the Prentiss family and precipitate its 
departure for France where they reside for many years. 
This involves son Halley’s abandoning his degree studies 
Harvard; and son Julian’s becoming fellow-traveler 
with some Paris park acquaintances. marries 
Count, but the success this marriage 
brief. 


+ 
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Meantime Halley, back and forth London, works 
himself into job and some sense responsibility. 
one visit, spare ticket concert brings Selma and 
music into Halley’s life and their secret marriage sur- 
vives many hazards: the episode, e.g., the Battersea 
couple who had adopted Selma, which bit deft 
characterization and wit; the intransigent opposition 
the Prentisses; flirtation during New York trip. 
Halley’s solid and profitable vocation London art 
dealer stems from his father’s magnificent collection 
French Impressionist masters, including Renoir por- 
trait Mrs. Prentiss. 


Considerable interest and color accrue this story 
through the Prentiss art collection. The father’s reward 
the ribbon the Legion d’honneur and the prestige 
attained the Paris milieu art and society. 


The “charmed circle” the title refers the almost 
insuperable resistance made whatever might cause 
defection from the basic family group. Explaining his 
parents’ method, Halley writes: “It was part their 
tremendous hold over that was always highly 
agreeable and never uncomfortable with them.” 
Their parents hated the Old Testament, found the 
New Testament only for mystics, and had love 
“almost tropical luxuriance.” The family, then, grew 
without religion, with only pale sense patriot- 
ism, with planning for future, and with everyone 
living grandfather Prentiss’ fortune. 


The slow-moving narrative written the first person, 
Halley, the son who was named for the comet, 
but lacks its luster. endowed, however, with Mrs. 
Ertz’ facile diction, keen reporting instincts, and 
blandly smooth prose. The weakness the novel 
the spiritual weakness the Prentiss family, people 
naturalistic principles pursued the climate self- 
interest and polite smugness. 


Rowena Rafferty, 
New York, New York 


Stern, For All Know 
Macmillan. May 1956. 256p. $3.50. 


Stern’s latest novel another her studies 
English family. the present instance the Lessamy 
family which boasts the usual number eccentrics and 
talents, including brilliant orator, popular and clever 
writer, celebrated beauty and 
hostess, and fabulous Hollywood movie star. The 
effect these people upon their young relative, Gillian 
Aylesford, constitutes the substance this novel. 


young girl, Gillian both awed and captivated 
her kinsmen and secretly means astound them 
writing their biography, thus gain recognition for 
and possibly admission within their charmed 
circle. 


Gillian matures, she comes know her subjects 
better. She finds impossible remain the aloof 
chronicler their doings. Herself considered mem- 
ber the “failure branch” the family, she gradually 
outgrows her early admiration, yet refrains from falling 
into contempt for them slowly coming the realiza- 
tion that she cannot exploit them for her own ends. 


Ertz Stern Lall Rau 
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She finds possible enter into warm relationship 
with her aunt Bettina, (the celebrated beauty), 
result which Gillian breaks out her preoccupation 
with the family and left free the end work out 
her own life. 


The book presents interesting galaxy personalities, 
well written and deals with complex aspect 
intra-family relationships. suitable for discrimi- 
nating adults. 
Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Lall, Anand The House Adampur 
Knopf. June 18, 1956. 245p. $3.50. 


About thirty years ago, Katherine Mayo her Mother 
India, proposed that sex-obsession sex-preoccupation 
could account for much the tragedy among the 
people India. She also cited the writings Gandhi 
prove her point. his first novel about his native 
India, (India, course, understood the gen- 
eral sense the word, for Lall Pakistani birth), 
Anand Lall more less unwittingly reiterates the 
claim Katherine Mayo. Though his story 
ently evaluation India transition, passing from 
British imperial rule independent self-government, 
there considerable emphasis sex. The treatment 
this subject neither sensational nor obscene, but 
revelatory; discloses that India today fumbling 
and indecisive because there absolute national 
ethic among its political leaders, unless sexual 
satisfaction. 


This novel pictures the elite, with the masses providing 
contrasting background. focuses particularly 
lecherous patriarch, Dewan Ram Nath; young 
cal leader, Jai Singh; two wealthy young women, Lena 
and Geeta. They are all embroiled conflicting loyal- 
ties, caste taboos, and religious prohibitions. Their 
essential conflict appears rooted their 
tion British rule, but this strife never heightened 
any conclusive climax, for the story veers away 
dwell the last days Dewan Ram Nath finds 
his final solace the company his mistress. After 
the Dewan’s death, Jai Singh becomes the heir the 
house Adampur—the scene the Dewan’s 
—and one wonders what use this patriot will put 


Apart from furnishing detailed view opulent Indian 
elegance and somewhat nebulous one the struggle 
for freedom, The House Adampur offers the reader 
little The style erratic, the characterization 
definite and the narrative undeveloped, 
more questions the reader’s mind than the story can 


actually answer. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Rau, Santha Rama Remember the House 
Harper. Apr. 11,1956. 241p. $3.00. 


Those who enjoyed Santha Rama Rau’s three 
works—Home India, East Home, and This 
—will delighted discover that she has turned 
truly excellent talent the novel form. For 
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her the House have immensely pleasant and 
satisfying novel. 

With abundance warmth and perception, Miss 
Rau recounts just about year—a supremely important 
one—in the life “Baba,” young Indian woman 
whose activities sense reflect and parallel the throes 
which India herself undergoes during this fateful year 
its independence. 


the novel opens, “Baba” caught the whirl 
typical Indian princely living, determined lead life 
independence. Before closes she accept her life 
and embarks “typical” marriage, one entered into 
for social and family reason. 


Between these two points, however, Baba experiences 
much that assists her her ultimate acceptance. Espe- 
cially noteworthy are her living acquaintance with the 
Nichols, foreigners from America, (these episodes 
should prove especially interesting Americans who 
rarely consider themselves foreigners), lengthy visit 
with her mother the south, talks with her ancient 
grandmother whose reluctance give the past re- 
sults her deliberately reliving it, the marriage her 
dearest friend, brief attachment for young school- 
teacher, and finally the death her father. All con- 
tribute much her search for her own “place” 
India which changing with frightening rapidity. 


But these are merely clinical details parts the 
novel. Its essence found the deftly woven 
tapestry Indian life and custom which serves 
Santha Rama Rau inbues all with 
nostalgia and love which only insensitive Western 
readers will fail discern. 


Remember the House delightful. hoped 
its author continues delight with further fiction. 


Matthew O’Rourke, 


University Scranton 


Burnett, Pale Moon 


Knopf. June 18, 1956. 276p. $3.50. 

The blurb’s claim, that Pale Moon Western “which 
the sophisticated reader can enjoy,” simply another 
way saying that the usual gunplay and other in- 
the horse opera are, this instance, second- 
ary love affair which nothing more than glori- 
fied sexual interlude. 


Divorced his wife when becomes fugitive from 
justice, Doan Packer goes west from his native south 
order regain his health and escape the law. 
San Miguel comes across Opal Starr, who deter- 
mined run affairs when her father murdered. 
After the usual preliminaries, this involves marriage 
Doan. But the political feud that results, Doan’s 
opponent murdered and Opal killed when she 
save her husband’s life. 


rough and tumble Western, Pale Moon better 


than average; unfortunately marred its ready ac- 
ceptance divorce, adultery, suicide and cold-blooded 


murder. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Conrad, Earl Mr. Seward for the Defense 
Rinehart. June 14, 1956. 306p. $3.95. 

Earl Conrad’s latest book historical novel; good 
plot; well told tale. The period the 1840s; the area 
—the Village Auburn Cayuga County, Lake 
Owasco the Finger Lakes region New York; the 
theme—the trial one William Freeman, twenty- 
two year old negro, for murder; and the then much 
misunderstood defense insanity. 


The chief protagonists: William Seward 
1872), leading Whig, State Senator, twice Governor 
(1838-1842) and later (1849) United States Senator 
from New York; defeated for the Republican presi- 
dential nomination 1860 Abraham Lincoln; Secre- 
tary State under Lincoln and Andrew Johnson; re- 
sponsible for the purchase Alaska, times called 
“Seward’s the defense; and thirty-six year 
old John Van Buren, leading Democrat, Attorney 
General New York State, son Martin Van Buren, 
eighth President the United States, whom Seward 
had 1840 opposed favor William Henry Har- 
rison Ohio—for the prosecution. 


After the Revolution there was period land specu- 
lation never equalled the history our country. 
“Genesee Fever” swept the Atlantic coast. 1800 
mass migration was under way. 1812, 200,000 people 
were living Western New York; Auburn surpassed 
Syracuse and equalled Rochester population. 
number colored folk resided Auburn’s “New 
Guinea” section. You will recall Earl Conrad’s The 
Scottsboro Boy written colloboration with Haywood 
Patterson. 

1819 New York State built prison Auburn de- 
scribed Mr. Justice Story, who visited 1825 with 
Daniel Webster, “by far the best the United States 
both construction, size and discipline.” time 
new approach treatment prisoners came 
known the “Auburn silent system.” The new 
method gave rise many problems which affected the 
lives people the surrounding areas. governor, 
Seward struggled with problems crime, penology, and 
the treatment the mentally ill. 1842, upon re- 
turning his home Auburn, resumed the prac- 
tice the law. 

outgrowth the new discipline, one the 
inmates killed another prisoner. Seward, believing the 
treatment was not sufficiently humane, without fee 
became attorney for the defense, asserting the then 
novel defense moral insanity. The jury disagreed. 


strange twist events, while the new trial was 
pending, William Freeman, resident the New 
Guinea section, who had heard some the defense, 
feeling that society had ill treated him imprisoning 
him for horse stealing, crime had never committed, 
decided collect his debt from society killing four 
members the socially prominent Van Nest family. 
Indignation rose times and places hysteria. 
Calm, cool, collected thinking was the exception. Feel- 
ing that Seward’s defense suggested the crime, the once 
popular citizen became the subject condemnation. 
Because resentment such reaction, well 
humane motives, Seward undertook the defense. The 
Attorney General was specially assigned undertake 
the prosecution. great array medical experts testi- 


fied for and against the prisoner. The trial was land- 
mark exposing misconceptions treatment and 
cure mental illness, and the effects diseased 
mind upon responsibility for crime. Involved also was 
the age old but timely problem due process and equal 
protection the law. Just three years before 1843 
English law advanced from the “wild beast test” 
Lord Bracton 1724, and the theory Lord Erskine 
1800, its position the famous M’Naghten case, 
wherein the rules responsibility were crystallized 
the answers the judges propounded the result 
unpopular acquittal M’Naghten, paranoiac who 
killed Sir Robert Peel’s secretary. The result was the 
well known “nature-and-quality” “right-and-wrong” 
test. This simple sounding “test” has practice led 
great confusion and difficulty application. Most 
American courts refuse consider any other criterion. 


Even today, notwithstanding the abandonment 
phrenology and other notions, and advancements 
psychiatry, the problem difficult and trying one: 
Witness The Guilty Mind Chief Judge John Biggs, 
the Court Appeals for the Third Circuit, and 
the opinion Durham United States, 1954, 214 
862. 


you like the clash the courtroom, the fascinating 
sequences cross examination, the unfolding the 
minds closing pleas major trial; you wish 
bird’s eye view the social problems the 1840s, 
slavery, the Suffragist movement and others; glimpse 
the conditions viewed the traveler trip 
from Auburn—down the Mississippi New Orleans; 
you like the dramatic retelling interesting period 
American history, you will enjoy this book. recom- 
mend your favorable consideration: treat for one, 
better two, summer evenings. 


John Murphy, 
Judge, District Court, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Pemmican 


Fisher, Vardis 

Doubleday. June 21, 1956. 319p. $3.95. 
Vardis Fisher’s latest historical novel built around 
what was literally the Pemmican War between the 
early nineteenth century Hudson Bay Company and its 
rival, the North West Company. Food supply became 
the central fact life for the lonely trappers the 
Canadian woods. Pemmican meant life death: 
meant, the long run, money. man could not 
survive without pemmican, for pemmican was the trap- 
pers’ A-ration those days. 


Normally, pemmican consisted lean venison, cut into 
strips, dried, pounded into paste with fat and few 
berries and pressed into cakes. the very early pages 
his book The North Pole, Robert Peary, famous 
arctic explorer, speaks pemmican prepared and 
condensed food, made from beef, fat, and dried fruits.” 
goes say that “it may regarded the most 
concentrated and satisfying all meat foods and 
absolutely indispensable protracted sledge journeys.” 
One can easily understand how pemmican could 
absolutely indispensable. However, its satisfying quali- 
ties would make the gourmet and extended fast 
when read that “plenty marrow fat, buffalo 
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SELLERs 
tongues, moose noses and beaver tails” got into 
well “venison, geese, ducks, wild berries, maybe 
little sherry brandy.” When the squaws pounded 
up, though, “if swarmed with maggots and with 
flies and ants, they all got mixed in.” Pemmican 
rather thorough study the preparation this peculiar 
There also, course, some plotting. David 
Donald, young giant Scotsman, worked for the 
Hudson Bay Company chief trader the struggle 
against the North Westers, “the pedlars.” parti- 
cipated some exciting scenes which make the 
book. kills monstrous grizzly bear, which 
somehow falls down “soundlessly the flight The wri 
owl.” saves his group and his Indian girl from perfec 
buffalo stampede. has his thumb hacked off while Jacobson 
captive hostile Indians. nearly dies death novel 
march through area from which the pedlars have com 
systematically killed off the game. even lite 
David goes through these adventures, several themes 
emerge. There is, for instance, the dull stupidity the 
London board directors contrasted with the frighten- 
ing vigor the North Westers who are based 
Montreal. Then, the debauchery the Indian both Pre: 
companies their greed for pelts. The squeamish had 
best not read the mores the Through Louis 
all David comes forth good man doing hard job small for 
conscientiously and well. His love for the white that 
who had been raised Indian binds the themes another 
the novel into well-unified entity. But some 
the scenes are for all their realism more than bit silly. 
Author Fisher shows, usual, how well has Actually, 
searched his subject. has written fair fig 
history with enthusiasm that communicates itself who stan 
the reader. The subject may interesting adults and the 
who can overlook the vulgarities, the cruelties and 
crudities, the occasional blasphemy which were part 
the lives involved. But hero who plops hunks 
raw liver into his mouth not likely attract the tracking 
average novel-reader. But Jorda 
Fordham University, drops fror 
New York, New York him back 
tion and 
Jacobson, Dan Dance the Corny. 
Harcourt, Brace. June 209p. $3.50. better, tho 
Dan Jacobson published The Trap couple little 
ago South Africa, and the critical acclaim bit 
notable. Now has written his second novel, this 
regret say that, though the critical acclaim may again end. 
mild roar, seems that Mr. Jacobson 
digging himself into pit lucious honey from which 
will never extricate himself. 
Dance the Sun the story what happened 
two young men hitch-hiking their way through South 
Africa. They stop over small town, can get Mowery. 
room the hotel, and are forced spend the night 
private home beyond the outskirts the village. 
not, however, ordinary home. They are 
into reluctantly, though the house intended 
boarders, and once they find increasingly City folk 


get out. There are only two people the hous 
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the surrounding underbrush. third person arrives, 
and the neurotic party complete. 


story suspense, and all the stops are pulled 
achieve maximum, but have great fear that the 
book largely bag wind. Mr. Jacobson can write. 
one the best workers prose I’ve come across 
long time. But think Mr. Jacobson has been 
studying the evanescent short story too long, and be- 
lieve that does not really know that novel sup- 
posed story—a story now, not the assurance 
that there used great story here, that there 
story lying around here somewhere dig 
for it. 


The writing superb. The workmanship the novel 
perfect. The characters are well drawn, and Mr. 
Jacobson knows his people and situations. But the 
novel dead. one the more beautiful corpses 
come across long time, but regret say that 
even literary necrophilia can rather revolting, and 
put the book down with few sighs regret. For 
Three-fifty, robbery. 


The Burning Hills 


Louis 

Jason Press. 1956. 153p. $2.25. 
Louis wrote Hondo. probably made 
small fortune from that story, and not moving out 
that league for long time. The Burning Hills 
another Western, and top notch professional job 
man who can put words after each other. 
one that fine new breed, the literary Western. 


Actually, there very little story. man kills another 
fair fight, but makes the mistake killing man 
who stands monument the power his clan, 
and the clan must destroy the killer that their own 
power will unchallenged. They pick tracker 
with all the instincts bloodhound, find his trail, 
wound him, and then start the slow, painful task 
tracking him down desert burning hills. 


But Jordan does not die easily. stumbles across 
perfect hiding place the desert, and beautiful girl 
drops from the lap the gods into his lap, nurse 
him back health and save him from his enemies. 
One one kills them, coming his final vindica- 
tion and promise all sorts glee the future. 
Corny. Done million times before. Not often done 
better, though. Not exactly the book you could put 
your little child’s hands. Some the situations are 
just bit rough, but the discriminating adult should 
this excellent reading for warm summer week- 
end. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Mowery, William Byron 
Swift the Night and Other Tales 
Field and Wood 
Walter Ferguson. Coward-McCann. June 
254p. $3.75. 
City folk who not the country—or the wilds 
vacation lands have both brought them 
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exciting way reading this book. Those who 
know nature will wholeheartedly concur the findings 
recorded here. Swift the Night ranges area from 
the Ozarks the Arctic and digs into the diversities 
habits wolves, foxes, whistle-pigs, rabbits; and further 
discusses wild mushrooms food source. The collec- 
tion stories and articles nature and wildlife in- 
cludes one sketch, the title story, fiction. The other 
pieces are mingling personal observations and emo- 
tional but persuasive arguments born field-natu- 
ralist. 


Mr. Mowery’s main thesis that the amazing things 
observed wildlife, the delightful things encountered 
“are such lie open nearly everybody.” His style 
deceptively simple that ideas just piggyback his 
prose and both move along conversationally and casual- 
sensitive and understanding man, Mowery 
brings vividly life the creatures the outdoors where 
there firm and reassuring constancy. tells 
how they live and behave. His most interesting in- 
sight and argument favor the much-maligned 
American wolf. Ignorance and superstition, finds, 
have almost exterminated him and have inflicted 
him vicious reputation that has basis fact. “For 
more than three centuries (the wolf) has been ac- 
cused crimes never committed.” 

Mr. Mowery’s enthusiasm backed expert 
knowledge, personal insight, and wealth emotional 
and rational understanding. professional writer, 
the author fifteen previous books, knows what 
wants say and then says with decision. home- 
made naturalist, can transfuse his enthusiasm with 
premeditated skill that will delight the most casual 
reader. 

James Gallagher, 
New York, NewYork 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Truss, Sheldon Stone Wrath 
Doubleday. June 1956. 192p. $2.75. 


Henry Barberton, tycoon Marrolan’s, fashionable de- 
partment store, disappears. Cyril, his nephew, had 
good reason get rid the old boy: needed money 
lavish Janina Dallas, gal with possessive 
instinct. James Lorne had yen for Janina. Then 
there’s Anthony Burke, ex-convict who had very easy 
time getting job after very brief interview with 
the missing Henry. Inspector Gidleigh the Yard 
taciturn and competent. Eventually, the somewhat 
protracted denouement presented the annual store 
picnic. 


Olsen, Death Walks Cat Feet 
Doubleday. June 191p. $2.75. 


Rachel Murdock old biddie with nose for mur- 
der and liking for fillies. other words—a character. 
When you combine the person with the scene, Holly- 
wood, you have real challenge for the author and the 
reader. The action starts when blonde goes through 
pet shop window. Did she fall was she pushed? 
She needs Rachel Murdock’s help, “I’m getting mur- 
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dered tomorrow.” And goes—all heavy 
the melodrama and low the credibility. Alsen 
writes with slick and competent style and she doesn’t 
keep slow pace. But the initial premise (of elderly 
woman private eye) isn’t one excite the reader 
great heights. 


Carr, John Dickson Patrick Butler for the Defense 
Harper. June 278p. $3.50. 

Even the best have off day the arena! And, 
regrettably, this reviewer tolls the bell for this 
pectedly poor performance one the most consist- 
ently successful puzzlers the business. This an- 
other “locked room” quandary: Abu Ispahan 
knifed death. Hugh Prentice the lawyer Abu had 
come see about swindle. When Abu looks like 
the prize boar hunt Hugh takes off hunt the 
murderer. But first seeks the assistance the bril- 
liant Patrick Butler. There ensues madcap chase 
sequence which muggs, gloves, knives, beautiful 
girls, foggy night London Town are all mixed 
potpourri intended frenetically gay and funny. 
But most the humor too forced and studied; and 
the total impact weaken what otherwise 
average mystery. 


Armstrong, Charlotte Dram Poison 
Coward-McCann. June 253p. $3.00. 

Every once while you encounter piece fiction, 
music, painting from which, you contemplate 
it, there becomes evident the special pleasure which its 
creator enjoyed bringing his vision reality. That 
delight contagious sensation which, unfortunately, 
happens very seldomly. This reviewer would like 
record stating that Charlotte Armstrong has 
very nearly accomplished this challenging tour force. 
Very nearly the limiting qualification. She sins 
the side commission making this cleverly plotted 
and entertaining suspense story bit too romantically 
pat. The authoress uses her gimmick the plot line 
the fable the Golden Goose: “everyone who took 
hold had tag along.” 

After slow start which the basic love story 
young woman and her elderly suitor developed, Miss 
Armstrong introduces note suicidal self pity and 
despondency. One the parties steals some deadly 
poison, intending solve what tenuous and self- 
suggested problem. The poison lost bus. And 
then most the action taken with the search and 
chase recover the deadly poison. 

How ends the authoress’ secret. Suffice say she 
has cooked merry melange plausible characters 
who behave implausibly joining find the missing 
poison. Only the attenuation this rushing about 
does the skill seem falter. But this minor point 
what is, basically, successful study middle-aged 
love and suspense. 


Bowers, Faubion Theatre the East 
Nelson. June 374p. $7.50. 

Are you interested music, drama, the dance? 
When you saw The King and were you enchanted 
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with “The Little House Uncle Thomas”? While you 
listen “Scheherezade” you dream one day 
traveling far away lands? you have answered any 
one these questions affirmatively, then not walk 
but run the nearest book-store and ask for copy 
Theatre the East. You may wince when the clerk 
demands $7.50 close the deal but, believe me, after 
reading this exciting, entertaining, and educational book 
just want crow about your bargain. 

conducts his tour through India, Burma, Thai- 
land, Cambodia, Laos, Malaya, Indonesia, the 
pines, China, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Okinawa, and 
Japan, Faubion Bowers comes close being all things 
panoramic approach the colorful East and its strange 
and wonderful people. The study cultures, 
tions, and mores suggest John Gunther, while the 
scholarly research, the incisive evaluation and clear 
presentation material are reminiscent the 
critic, Walter Kerr. 

concert pianist, gifted linguist, (he proficient 
seven languages and has working knowledge 
several more), frequent contributor such magazines 
The New Yorker, Saturday Review, Harper’s, 
atre Arts, and Dance and world traveler 
who has spent the greater part the past fifteen years 
the Far East, Mr. Bowers brings his work 
usually rich background training and experience. 
Without doubt, Theatre the East will become 
standard work the field theatre. Yet much 
more than basic reference—it perceptive, vivid, 
and exciting story life the exotic East and will 
joy anyone who appreciates extraordinary 
terial skillfully presented. You just can’t afford miss 


this one! 
Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, 


Kirk, Russell Beyond the Dreams Avarice 
Regnery. June 18, 1956. 339p. $4.50. 


This wise book any well-informed reader will 
take this year. The volume essays, writer 
recently publicized Time one the leading intel 
lectuals America, may not have been penned 
witty man, (felicity phrase almost foreign him); 
but has been composed wise man with gifts 
social and humanistic importance. 

The title comes from phrase Samuel 
and though avarice scarcely mentioned such, that 
exactly what Dr. Kirk looks beyond. valuator 
and scrutinizer, and informed with not only Chris 
tian outlook but quasi-Catholic one, uninterested 
any brummagem paradise, (he uses that adjective, 
the way, least three times), deals with 1956 issues 
not only appear contemporaneous but also 
amine their implications the light history, 
tion. Tradition and history are vastly important the 
mind Dr. Kirk, for without them 
problems are insoluble. Phrases like “transcendent 
order,” “first principles,” and “enduring truths” recut 
frequently. 

There are two sections the book, one dealing with 
American people and situations; the other with 
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British-Scottish scene. The first section, might 
said, more cohesive with its various, yet unified, ideas 
scholarliiness, liberalism, totalitarianism, censorship, 
socialism, higher education, and freedom. The second 
section, with its diverse comments Thomas More 
and Christian humanism, boredom, the end the 
Fabians, Britain’s and Scotland’s economic problems 
the age the Welfare State, British letters, Wynham 
Lewis, Roy Campbell, and Pico Della Mirandola, does 
not quite hold together, the author well realizes when 
calls this section from Abroad.” 


Whether Dr. Kirk writes about the viewpoints Eric 
Voegelin, the conservative, David Riesman, the 
liberal, Dr. Clinton Rossiter’s middle-of-the-road ap- 
proach education, the conservatives Richard 
Weaver and Robert Nisbet, even the dubious 
methods Dr. Kinsey, the reader knows that 
the presence man sound knowledge and 
nonsense. Orestes Brownson, almost intentionally neg- 
lected these days, brought forth luminously with 
appraisal the just society. 

Though the book may difficult reading for some— 
for there plot, save the implication the forces 
evil against the forces good—it will rewarding 
for its near-clarity. does attempt define the terms 
which are used, the words that have soggily collapsed 
through mis-and-over use: “democracy,” “liberalism,” 
“conservatism,” etc., for Dr. Kirk believes with Richard 
Weaver that language instrument divine origin, 
intended for the promulgation Truth. Dr. Kirk, 
however, could clearear when mentions “the 
Church,” for the term means one thing Catholic 
reader and quite something else again non-Cath- 
“Transcendent order,” “first principles,” and 
“enduring truths,” again, are hazily understood unless 
the author makes clear, especially reader unfamiliar 
with these abstract terms, precisely what meant. 


the one hand hard see how any Catholic 
read could quarrel with the burden Dr. Kirk’s 
series theses; the other hand hard see how 
Dr. Kirk, seeing what sees, does not propose Roman 
Catholicism the answer the world’s ills—i.e., 
granting the gift faith. One reminded the clear- 
sightedness and the energy Chesterton his 
days. All that needed now forth- 
tightness. Speaking forthrightness, librarians are 
advised read not only the entire book but pp.101-132 
particular. Some them will sweat. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Young, Agatha Who Made Surgery 
Random House. May 14,1956. 311p. $5.00. 

this brief, well-written volume, the author has pre- 
sented interesting history the development 
surgery means sketches some the more im- 
Portant contributors this progress. For her con- 
cept that “advances surgery have been made largely 
through the ability, the character and the obsessions 
these few great men.” 

Further, she has divided her history into four parts— 
the control hemorrhage, pain, infection and 


Young Denham Furnas 
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shock—which she has conceived represent the deci- 
sive battles the triumphant emergence modern day 
surgery. These parts have been presented unequally 
regards length and quality. The control shock 
limited one brief chapter which fails establish that 
victory has been achieved. hasn’t; and the author 
would have done better present this topic its 
proper perspective rather than forcing fit into ‘the 
planned outline her book. 


The author’s concept the development surgery 
will questioned many. And those who share her 
belief that advances are the result individual con- 
tributions relatively few geniuses will argue about 
the merits those who were omitted. one would 
question that Vesalius, Paré, Harvey, Hunter, Mc- 
Dowell, Lister, Halsted, and Cushing must included. 
There little doubt, however, that Agatha Young has 
accomplished her purpose. She has written volume 
which should entertain all and enighten many. 
hoped that she will stimulate some search further 
the dark labyrinths medical history—a fruitful 
field with much virgin territory. 
Louis Murphy, M.D., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Denham, Elizabeth Looked Right 
Doubleday. June 21, 1956. 253p. $3.50. 


Incredibly daring and courageous adventures men 
and women working with the underground, and later 
with the Resistance, were almost acommonplace 
France during the war years 1940 1945. Elizabeth 
Denham’s years shuttling back and forth between 
her war-time office work London and the night- 
darkened coasts France near the Gironde estuary 
are hair-raising and hold-your-breath any except, 
perhaps, few the most audacious. She caught the 
eye the special office when, the siege Dunkirk 
she and neighbor commandeered 
launch help evacuate the British soldiery stranded 
the bomb-riddled beaches. Reluctantly, she agreed 
risk trip France assemble scattered groups and 
shepherd them the coast picked and brought 
back England. Her one advantage, over and above 
laconic sangfroid which makes her recounting her 
adventures almost too offhand, was fairly familiar 
knowledge that particular area France acquired 
during pre-war visits the chateaux friends. With 
the help Jonathan and Raoul and American- 
born Countess called Mame, who lived quiet ele- 
gance her mountain-country chateau, she made sev- 
eral successful coups and seemed bearing 
charmed life until sharp-eyed Schlok, (an SS-man), 
noted that she looked right, instead left, when step- 
ping off curb cross street. You will read this 
swift-moving series adventures with quickened heart- 
beats. should, also, make exceptionally good 
movie-thriller. 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB—JULY 


Furnas, Goodbye Uncle Tom 
Sloane. June 15, 1956. 435p. $6.00. 


The first African slaves were sold Jamestown, Vir- 
ginia, 1619, year before the arrival the Pilgrims. 
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Thus our “negro problem” more than three centuries 
oid. has led civil war, new amendment 
the Constitution and the present crisis about segre- 
gation. The purpose Furnas correct the 
false ideas about the colored people that are still held 
many the United States. 


His book detailed criticism Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
accuses Harriet Beecher Stowe popularizing the 
belief that the negroes, symbolized Uncle Tom, 
are inferior race. Hence would logically follow 
that they are suited only for slavery are certainly 
not accorded the full rights and responsibilities 
citizenship. Others would also conclude that they are 
lacking moral character and intellectual capacity. 
argues that must get rid this “Uncle Tom 
mentality” studying the history the negroes ob- 
jectively and accordance with the latest findings 
the anthropologists and sociologists. 


must hang our heads shame read the 
life-long subjection one class people the other 
merely because the color their skin, the 
mental legal rights that were denied the negroes, and 
the traffic human flesh that led many cases 
the breakup the slaves’ families. reminds that 
slavery often produced harmful effects upon the char- 
acters the masters who wielded such absolute power 
over their fellow-men. Some his stories about the 
slaves, who rebelled against this inhuman system and 
obtained freedom through the Underground Railroad, 
are almost exciting those who have escaped from 
behind the Iron Curtain. 


The author maintains and proves that the negroes, 
when given equal opportunity, can just suc- 
cessful business, the arts and sciences they have 
been the various fields sport. His most difficult 
but most rewarding pages are the subject race. 
shows the flimsiness the myth racial superi- 
ority, the folly attributing the same tastes and char- 
acteristics all the colored people, and suggests that 
millions white families, particularly those that have 
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been the United States for long time, may have 


“negro blood” their veins. 


The Book-of-the-Month Club has made wise selec- 
tion Goodbye Uncle Tom, for worth-while 
and timely contribution the growing literature about 
the negroes the United States. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
University Santa Maria, 
Ponce, Puerto, Rico 


Angoff, Charles 
Mencken: Portrait from Memory 
Yoseloff. June 18, 1956. $3.95. 


For those who had missed his latter-year autobiographi- 
cal work, Mencken’s recent death brought him back 
mind person current interest. Mr.Angoff has 
taken the occasion organize and publish notes 
had made, mentally and writing, Mencken’s con. 
versations over the years when the two were associated 
The American Mercury, and after. The author’ 
recollections are not set out chronologically, but are 
grouped about central subjects, such Religion, 
tics, The News, Women and Love, the 


This reporting the Baltimore Sage’s words has the 
air authenticity and appears the author’s aim 
present “the man really was” without 
mental embellishment diminution his faults. 
might say that, while the author expects infuriate 
the “Mencken idolators,” believes that 
turing the genius great journalist. 


What really emerges from the welter comment 
the astonishing spectacle man who wielded such 
influence from tiny intellectual position. not 
merely that the vast majority Mencken’s 
tions are sheerly vulgar, nor that their distinctive “Rabe- 
laisianism” turns out monotonous repetition 
what had become cliches his mouth. that the 
judgments expressed are childish, immature, based upon 
scholarship, reading, logic. the entire 
record conversation there almost nothing memo 
rable except revealing the shallow intelligence the 
speaker. 


The persistent vulgarity and bawdiness these 
render the book suitable only for scholars. what 
fields scholarship the book may have interest 
hard say—certainly not literature, politics, 
economics, religion. Then, what? 


Clinton Maguire, 
West River, Maryland 


Elder, Donald 
Doubleday. 1956. 409p. $4.75. 


Ring Lardner was morose genius with reputation 
for being funnyman. believed himself 
failure, and made good try drinking himself 
death, something national pastime the 
Yet despite all his uncertainty and his 
lessly short life, Lardner left indelible mark 
American literature, mark matched perhaps 
Ernest Hemingway his own generation. 
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Biographies are usually expected give all the an- 
especially when they are written twenty-three 
years post-mortem. But these facile biographies are 
bad ones. When you probe man’s soul, you always 
come with question marks. Mr. Elder’s remarkable 
study, which will remain the definitive work Ring 
Lardner for quite some time, has recreated personality 
all its compexity. This book will tell you everything 
another man can possibly know about Lardner. gives 
detailed, primary-sourced, scrupulous account his 
life and the workings his mind; hopelessly frag- 
mentary but enlightened selection his work, and 
masterful critical analysis that work. the end, 
you will realize that neither Mr. Elder nor you know 
very much about Lardner. The beauty that 
such realization comes the dawn true under- 
standing. 


would foolish think Lardner great: was 
the sort man who would see all the loopholes 
that adjective applied human being. His liter- 
ary output was pretty much restricted the short 
story, (now almost dying genre); but that was 
amaster. His stories ranged from frankly commercial 
humor, (the busher You Know Me, Al), the bit- 
terest social satire (“Haircut,” “The Love 
introduced The New Yorker the boring subur- 
banites which that magazine has immortalized. 
brought sophistication and wit the general onslaught 
his literary generation against the middle class phony. 
His type humor, implied mock serious dialogue, 
marks the best today’s literary short story, for 
example, those Powers. 


The popular imagination will remember Lardner the 
creator Busher Jack Keefe, self-centered but lov- 
able ballplayer who spoke endlessly unpunctuated 
and fractured English. Lardner also one the saints 
American journalism. sportswriter, was 
perhaps the greatest stylist all time. Others, before 
and after him, mixed humor and satire with sports 
commentary and reporting, but none did well. 
there wit found today our sports pages, 
mostly because Lardner embellished 
Perhaps the only other bright spot our thoroughly 
dull modern newspapers the critical review, breezy, 
clever, sassy. Lardner, with his wildly amusing columns 
the infant radio industry, had something with 
that, too. 


Lardner’s greatest ambition was songwriter and 
playwright: despite some commercial success, mostly 
with Ziegfeld, was bust. But his touch for in- 
congruous humor, typified the “nonsense” plays, 
was uproarious. 


Although had happy childhood, loved his wife, 
and raised four very talented sons, Lardner burned 
himself out looking for something never quite found. 
had religion. Perhaps Lardner found what 
was looking for death: was one thing seemed 
strive for This book, which includes 
index and complete list works, worth several times 
the price. 
James Arnold, 


Sacramento, California 
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Sitwell, Sacheverell Liszt 
Philosophical Library. June 19, 1956. 400p. $7.50. 


Seroff, Victor Debussy: Musician France 
Putnam. May 367p. $6.50. 


One becomes more and more chary dubbing any 
biography “definitive” but for those who will satis- 
fied have read “one-book” biography either Franz 
Liszt Claude Achille Debussy, both these editions 
can recommended sufficiently authoritative and 
informative. the two, this reviewer prefers the Sit- 
well work which not only scholarly, without thereby 
losing any interest, but the work man con- 
siderable, almost impeccable taste. Debussy biog- 
raphy more than competent compilation what 
known about one the most influential modern 
French “impressionists” music; but there inde- 
finable feeling that the subject the biography, and 
his works, are not enthusiastically appreciated the 
author. Or, perhaps one should say that there 
feeling that what enthusiasm the author has for De- 
bussy somewhat borrowed adopted. Mr. Sitwell, 
however, gives the reader the feeling that enjoys 
listening Liszt because enjoys the music, not be- 
cause supposed consider Liszt’s works master- 
pieces. 


Both composers were rather wanting strength 
moral principle. Debussy could almost mean 
times his relations with his friends well com- 
pletely selfish his relations with the several women 
took wives. Both were rather less than admirable 
their egoism. But both wrote music enduring 
beauty. Liszt was, however, more virtuoso the 
keyboard than original composer. Debussy, the 
contrary, was first composer and probably only 
second-rate best quite adequate performer. But 
both were interesting personalities, and their lives make 
interesting reading. Both these biographies will 
welcome the shelves libraries and discrimi- 
nating readers with taste for music. 


Maurois, Andre 

Olympio: The Life Victor Hugo 
Translated Gerard Hopkins. 1956. 
Two professional and experienced writers have collabo- 
rated here produce one the most readable and 
satisfying biographies many publishing moons. Prime 
mover, course, France’s Andre Maurois who has 
polished and improved skill shown early his biog- 
raphy Shelley, Ariel, through subsequent literary 
biographies Byron, Disraeli, Dickens, Proust, and 
most recently George Sand, (Lélia). But has been 
ably abetted his translator, Gerard Hopkins. The 
collaboration makes Olympio stunningly complete 
and revealing biography France’s greatest writer, 
(save, possibly, only Balzac), who proved himself emi- 
nent poetry, drama, and the novel. Born 
the period the Revolution and deeply influenced 
the strange family life hard-minded courageous 
mother and easy-going soldier father who attained 
some eminence under Joseph Bonaparte, Victor Hugo 
was complexity characters. was, far one 
can discover, never really baptized Christian although 


while 
about 
R., 

be? 
nself 


considered himself for good period, and inter- 
vals, Christian, not Catholic. His anti-clericalism 
seems have been more matter the fashion his 
times, going along with the current fluctuating 
political crises, than one personal conviction. 
was, too, strange compound faun and fanatic 
his relations with women. Almost certainly completely 
faithful his first wife Adele Foucher, through the 
five years their youthful courtship, and the first ten 
years least their wedded life, seems also 
have been true “after his own strange fashion” his 
first mistress, Juliette Drouet, demanding her exclusive 
interest him and giving his whole interest her. 
But his amours increased number his later years. 


His success writing came early and endured suc- 
cession storms, both political and literary. 
tempestuous life led; and makes absorbing reading 
Maurois presents it, embellished with quotations 
from numerous letters and other sources not previously 
available. 

The book enriched with fine bibliography (pp. 447- 
458), and the notes are reserved for listing the end 
the big volume, relieving the reader the compul- 
sion watch for them the foot each page. 
helpful index rounds off most satisfying book from 
every aspect: writing, translation, printing, binding. 
not definitive, Olympio: The Life Victor Hugo 
quite adequate and should prove popular among adult 
readers good taste. 


Winslow, Walter The Menninger Story 
Doubleday. June 1956. 350p. $5.00. 

recent years there has been plethora writing 
about things medical. Some good, much 
sensational, and some purpose. this instance, 
Mr. Winslow has done thorough, sympathetic, en- 
thusiastic study family whom not only ardently 
and obviously admires; has thoroughly reviewed the 
development what undoubtedly the most widely 
known center the Freudian School Psychoanalysis 
this country. 

Charles Menninger, the founder the Menninger 
Clinic, was born 1862 substantial middle class 
German immigrants Tell City, Indiana. was one 
nine children mixed marriage. interesting 
speculate whether there would ever Men- 
ninger Clinic had been raised Catholic, the 
faith his father. 


youngster was leader his class. thir- 
teen, was sent nearby town where Episco- 
palian minister acted his tutor, and where was 
clerk the office his brother-in-law. There 
learned legal procedures. then went State 
Normal School where, his twentieth year, re- 
ceived his degree. was the class valedictorian. 
chose Campbell College faraway Holton, 
Kansas, teacher. soon became friendly with 
Doctor George Dean, homeopathic physician. 


Charles taught geology, botany, mineralogy, physics, 
and German. However, when three young men regis- 
tered premedical students the college, was 
assigned the job teaching them. such teacher, 
had learn the subject matter himself. His friend, 
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Doctor Dean, was his advisor. Among the students 
his classes was twenty-year-old girl, 
dressed than the others. This was Flo Knisely, girl 
who had taught school since she was fifteen and 
ported widowed mother, four brothers and sister, 
She was member the River Brethren, extremely 
strict religious sect which disapproved smoking, 
drinking, dancing, and idleness. 


Charles married Flo and, while furthering his own 
cation, suddenly decided that wished become 
physician. the guidance Doctor Dean, 
enrolled the Chicago Hahnemann Homeopathic 
Medical School. Flo ran boarding house pay for 
his education. 


After graduation returned Topeka practice, and 
very soon realized was professional outcast because 
attending homeopathic medical college. Soon 
was busy, successful practitioner and began visit 
centers learn more. After visiting the Mayo 
Clinic, decided that one day would have such 
clinic his own. 


Three sons were born them—Karl, Edwin and 
liam. this period was questionable whether the 
marriage would survive. Flo was frigid, 
zealot whose only interest life, other than her 
dren, was teaching the Bible. Because this interest, 
she later became successful and famous. 


the meantime Charles became increasingly promi- 
nent. continued his studies, especially Internal 
Medicine. 


Without any prodding from his father, Karl became 
physician and after graduate instruction neurology 
and some psychiatry returned Topeka. Karl, his 
father, and several other physicians established group. 
brief period time they were busy that was 
necessary move the outskirts the town. 
ally they developed into psychiatric center. Edwin, 
after losing eye, had forego the study medicine. 
Will, however, became physician and, after extensive 
training psychiatry, returned and joined his father 
and brother. 

the beginning World War II, Karl joined the 
Army. soon became Chief Psychiatric Consultant 
the Surgeon General. the end the War 
persuaded the Veterans Administration allow the 
Winter Army Hospital Topeka become centet 
for psychiatric training. The rest the story about the 
phenomenal growth the Menninger Clinic and 
worldwide reputation told considerable detail. 


Deservedly this book will have wide general appeal. 
The story itself case study the Menninger family 
fascinating. Unquestionably, all psychiatrists should 
read and will most certainly have Freudian 


day for themselves. 
O’Brien, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Stevenson, Scott Search Spanish Painting 
Philosophical Library. June 19, 1956. 232p. $6.00. 

The author, Dr. Robert Scott Stevenson, ear, nose, and 
throat surgeon, resides Gibraltar. Proximity Spain 
thus afforded every opportunity for visiting the churches 
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and art galleries his own convenience. The search 
continued, naturally enough, Dr. Stevenson’s medical 
lectures and participation conventions took him into 
various parts the world. 


amateur, Dr. Stevenson permits himself the use 
superlatives when cites Velazquez’ “Las Lanzas” 
“the greatest historical painting the world” (page 
20), and Velazquez’ “Las Meninas” “the greatest oil 
painting the world” (page 22). was probably 
pleased record (page 32) that was amateur 
archaeologist who discovered the caves Altamira! 


The first-hand information Dr. Stevenson has regarding 
the protection given the numerous masterpieces during 
the Spanish Civil War and World War revealing 
and interesting, are the reports his visit with Prin- 
cess Doria-Pamphili and his journey the Goya house 
Fuendetodos with tailor who was native the 
place. 
The book more than merely entertaining, however; 
scholarly well, and thorough its treatment 
Spanish painting. The illustrations (black.and white) 
are well chosen, and the bibliography and index are 
useful adjuncts. 

Lawrence Mann, 

University Scranton 


Barrow, and Susan 
Paradise North: Alaskan Year 
Dial. June 242p. $4.00. 


Most Henry Barrow’s life has been spent 
seafarer, that well qualified write the sea 
inand around Alaska. His wife has illustrated Paradise 
North with some excellent sketches fauna and flora 
Alaska. The book the simple story two people 
who spent the entire year their cabin cruiser, the 
Harlequin, anchorage about day’s journey from 
the trading post Wrangell Island. For exploring 
inlets, for fishing, for going ashore, they used out- 
board motorboat. The Barrows have succeeded mak- 
ing oceanography vivid and graphic; they have besides 
watched with attentive eye the transformations which 
take place the various kingdoms beasts and vege- 
tation from season season the Arctic. 


Since the book practically diary, contains enough 
humoristic and human reflections and occurrences 
enliven it. not mere scientific report. This re- 
viewer feels that not only will adults enjoy Paradise 
North, but that children the upper years elemen- 
tary school and high school age should find in- 
triguing summér reading. enlightening and 


entertaining book. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Kramer, Samuel Noah From the Tablets Sumer 
Falcon Wing Press. June 20, 1956. 293p. $5.00. 

This book for serious adult readers, who are willing 
take strange names and ideas their stride, order 
absorb the essential pleasure resident man’s ear- 
liest literature. Here have not exactly tale 
the dawn Mankind” (as the dust jacket has it), be- 
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cause the dawn Mankind recorded the stone 
tools deposited the earth thousands years before, 
but the none-the-less fascinating tale the dawn 
the earliest civilization, civilization ancestral our 
own. 


The Sumerian civilization southern Mespotamia was 
ancestral, too, that the Hebrews who received 
God’s revelation the Bible. The present work adds 
enlightenment our appreciation the cultural back- 
ground the Bible, and therefore more than 
simply antiquarian interest. Scripture professors, not 
already cuneiform specialists, and other intelligent 
readers will find this book fascinating reading. 


The sub-title offers “come-on” for very interesting 
angle: Firsts Man’s Recorded History.” 
These firsts range through apple-polishing school, 
early manifestations democracy, law, horticulture, 
dragon-slaying, paradise, epic-poetry, and the 
library catalogue. 


Interspersed among the textual remarks 
tions, the author’s reconstruction the history 
Mesopotamia ancient times. will variously 
received the experts, divided into two camps; but 
the result mature scholarship. There are numerous 


illustrations—indeed, extraordinary number them 
for five dollar book. 


strongly recommend this book the serious and adult 


reader. 
Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Smith, Walter Bedell 

Eisenhower’s Six Great Decisions 
Longmans. June 1956. 237p. $3.95. 
The bulk the material this book was orginally 
published 1946 The Saturday Evening Post. Re- 
publication this time serves good purpose, except 
sell inferior merchandise the excitement Eisen- 
hower’s running for re-election President. This book 
version has been poorly edited, that there much 
repetition and consequent confusion. Essentially the 
book reprint various outdated popular magazine 
articles subject longer popular. 


The “great decisions” were all military character. 
The first, Ike’s decision order the invasion Europe 
the one day the weather experts told him would 
possible. While the decision was weighty one, 
appears doubtful from General Smith’s account that 
Eisenhower had any reasonable alternative. What 
probably nearer the truth that Eisenhower’s decision 
was launch Operation Overlord June sixth, two 
days after the originally scheduled D-day and danger- 
ously close storm period predicted for the week 
following. Praise the almost inevitable choice the 
paradox the book. “Beedle” Smith points out how 
almost every detail the Allied landing had been 
carefully planned staff unsurpassed military 
history for its competence and 
Such thorough staff exploration every reasonable 
vossibility left Ike with little but affirm what 
could hardly postponed. 
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Eisenhower was magnificent success Theater 
Commander, especially the smooth 
which integrated the strong characters Mont- 
gomery, Churchill, and other top diplomatic and mili- 
tary personalities. This book, spite fulsome praise, 
does General Eisenhower disservice from the point 
historical perspective. claims for him strategic 
genius which objective historians will not find supported 
evidence. 


Too elementary for amateur military historians, too 
confusing and out-dated for the general public, this 
book should passed over allocating institutional 
funds personal reading time. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy Department, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Frankfurter, Felix (edited Philip Elman) 
Law and Men 


Harcourt, Brace. May 28, 1956. 364p. $6.75. 


Felix Frankfurter, Associate Justice the United States 
Supreme Court since 1939, and former professor the 
Harvard Law School, has consented the present pub- 
lication some his miscellaneous articles and 
speeches from the years 1939 1955. Titled Law 
and Men, the collection constitutes one the most 
fascinating stories” genius modern times. 
Mr. Justice Frankfurter’s mastery precise diction and 
his poetic rhythm language are almost unrivaled 
living writers. His legal scholarship well known 
lawyers. The lay reader especially will pleased and 
intrigued this introduction his ideas. 


Evidencing the restraint befitting member the 
Supreme Court, before whom almost any public prob- 
lem may some time come for adjudication, Justice 
Frankfurter’s collected contributions here manage 
propel through the velvet curtain that august tribu- 
nal penetrating light many events, personalities 
and fundamental issues. particular interest are the 
Justice’s discussion the nature typical Supreme 
Court cases which deal with the constitutional powers 
Congress and state legislatures, rather than with the 
wisdom desirability their statutes under consider- 
ation; his impartial appraisal some past Justices 
that Court, including Marshall, White, Hughes, Hol- 
mes, Brendeis, Cardozo, Taft and Jackson; and his vin- 
dication the late Justice Roberts’ role the so-called 
more liberal trend majority decisions the Court 
subsequent Roosevelt’s re-election 1936 and the 
“court packing” proposal Congress early 1937. 
Impressive are the author’s ideals judicial compe- 
tence emphasizing modesty and statesmanlike accomo- 
dation, well learning, logic, broad culture, and 
dedication reminiscent the spirit temple vestals 
monastic priests. 


Perhaps the most revealing part the book the con- 
siderable series useful, judicious and faithful narra- 
tives and tributes assemblage brilliant Amer- 
ican and world heroes the spirit, some whom are 
not unknown fame. These are revealing the 
author well the subjects. Florence Kelley and 
Monsignor John Ryan easily head that catalog 


Frankfurter Ashburn 


spiritual afflatus. Others the list include Rabbi Ste. 
phen Wise, Alfred Smith, Thomas Mann, Chaim 
Weizman, John Dewey, Whitehead, Morris 
Cohen, Judge Learned Hand and Franklin Roose. 
velt, several Harvard and Yale law teachers, and some 
shining youths tragically killed off the wars. 
cacy forbade comments the living. 


Does the book answer the popular question: 
furter liberal conservative? Rather, sublimates 
the question into perspective the interlocking 
ing those terms democracy under law and the 
continuing stream human civilization. This volume 
should “must” for all readers interested applied 
religion and ethics, history, disciplined and responsible 
citizenship, witty and charming literature, the 
sacred heritage Anglo-American law. 


Philip Elman, Esquire, the editor, did splendid job 
arrangement, identification and chronological setting. 


Julius Levy, 

United States Attorney for the 
Middle District 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Ashburn, Frank 
Parent’s Guide Independent 


and Colleges 

Coward-McCann. June 1956. 253p. $3.75. 
Thirty years experience has convinced Frank 
burn, Headmaster Brooks School North Andover, 
Massachusetts, that many parents are either ignorant 
confused the basic facts life the 
schools and colleges, especially the independent schools 
The prime purpose this book bring order out 
chaos for the parent contemplating the enrollment 
his child the independent school. states 
the Foreword would well for parents reread his 
previous work, Primer for Parents, more generalized 
treatment the same subject. doing the present 
work “would fill numerous chinks 
which here are touched upon only briefly 
allusion.” 

The author considers formal education long 
term process providing proper learning experiences 
cultivate develop the individual. refers the 
roots the Latin words which related, 
and eductus. For him education must include the per 
sonal, social and spiritual aspects the person. While 
acknowledging place for vocational education, 
the liberal studies that best fulfill these three needs 
the individual student. 

His concluding chapter, Case for the 
epitomizes his educational tthinking. asks why the 
Humanities seem the defensive. The 
that they have lost their essential humanistic 
With specialization the language teacher does not make 
living the culture people, their aspirations, 
philosophy life, the universality man, but 
votes his time more limited objectives. Science 
taught Osler was humanizing; the part history 
which deals with great lives and achievements 
manistic. Humanities must make student feel. the 
cultural yearnings people. While letting himsel 
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Deli- 


open attack, lists specifically seven essential at- 
tainments the liberally educated person 


substantial part the book treats life within the 
independent school and what the day and boarding 
schools seek accomplish with their charges. The 
schools and the diversity their objectives 
bring home the reader that independent schools pos- 
sess the variability public schools. They do, how- 
ever, possess the common denominator close facul- 
relationship. The services provided and the 
low pupil-teacher ratio are basic reasons for the cost 
the parent; boarding schools about $2000 per year 
and day schools $600 $700 per annum. 


Many references, direct and implicit, are made public 
education. The author considers the independent 
(excludes parochial) integral part the 
American system and complementary the public and 
parochial systems. well aware the Conantistic 
assumption (unproved, course), recently publi- 
private education divisive influence the Uni- 
ted States. The graduates independent schools have 
good records citizens the public school gradu- 
ates. 

unfortunate that the following quotation was 
placed footnote when should have appeared 
prominently the context: “But for them (parochial 
many places, nonconformity would 
However, the author does recognize 


mates 
nean- 
the 
nsible 
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job 
ing. 


the most important role played Church schools 
establishing unity citizenship through diversity 
approaches. 

ondary 


The work does not assume the functions Sargent’s 
and Bunting’s references providing the detailed in- 
formation independent schools. Its function, which 
fulfills well guide the parent interested pri- 
vate education into clearer understanding life 
the private school. 
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Lennon, 
Department Education, 
University Scranton 


The Catholic Secular Education 
Green. May 172p. $3.50. 


This stimulating and somewhat controversial 
volume the author Catholicism and American 
Freedom. designed give accurate information 
the conditions which confront Catholic students and 
Catholic teachers all types and levels education 
which are not administered religious organizations. 
There Imprimatur Nihil obstat since the author 
does not purport discuss the educational doctrines 
the Catholic Church. Rather tries gather to- 
one volume matters objective fact, depend- 
able reports incidents, and opinions many experi- 
enced Catholic observers conditions secular edu- 
cation. himself has spent almost seven decades 
education, forty-seven years this time 
teacher. 


riences 
the 
While 


eeds 


the 
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make 
ence 
history 
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The author documents the existing situation carefully 
plausible the remark Msgr. McManus, the 
Education Department, NCWC, that longer 
talk about Catholics avoiding secular educa- 


tion.” This because estimated that only about 


50% Catholic children are attending Catholic ele- 
mentary schools and only 30% are Catholic high 
schools. The other five million are non-Catholic 
schools and actually outnumber the estimated four 
million who are Catholic schools. While this latter 
group getting the type education Catholics believe 
in, and represents saving the American taxpayer 
about five million dollars day, there does not ap- 
pear any realistic hope expanding Catholic 
schools accommodate the entire Catholic population 
children, any greater portion than present. 
then becomes important problem, the author feels, 
for Catholic America see what can done help 
much possible this majority Catholic students 
secular institutions. The problem serving the 
religious needs these young people complicated, 
and there divergence opinion concerning the 
danger facing Catholics non-Catholic institutions. 

Dr. belief that there are dangers non- 
Catholic colleges for the badly prepared Catholic stu- 
dent, and especially colleges not having Catholic 
priest attend the religious needs Catholic stu- 
dents, and some Catholic faculty members good enough 
their fields win and hold the respect colleagues 
and well-enough acquainted with Catholic doctrine and 
history answer questions. 


this latter point, strong appeal made for larger 
number properly qualified Catholics who want 
teach secular colleges. This would more, the 
author feels, improve conditions under which Cath- 
olic students study, than any other one thing. de- 
cries the lack understanding and sometimes faint 
contempt shown Catholic teachers secular schools 
their fellow Catholics. Having taught such college 
for six years, and felt this contempt and misunderstand- 
ing, this reviewer felt himself strongly agreeing with 
the author. 

Catholic scholarship dealt with critically Dr. 
with many the critical quotes coming from 
members the clergy. Deficiencies scholarship 
Catholics Catholic institutions are generally attributed 
lack finances which necessitates heavy schedules, 
poor pay, etc. However, there also tendency to- 
ward academic isolation from the non-Catholic world 
which, feels, plays important part. The best 
answer, says, remedying this matter for Catholic 
teachers, administrators and scholars mingle more 
freely with non-Catholics their respective fields, and 
encourage some our brightest Catholic youth 
enter secular graduate schools. What needed the 
student body great secular institutions are not more 
Catholics, but more Catholics who are much better 
trained Church doctrine and history before they 
come into secular education. 


The. knotty problems released-time religious educa- 
tion are vigorously explored, since, with one-half 
American Catholic children non-Catholic elemen- 
tary schools and 70% non-Catholic high schools, 
feels this matter primary concern Ameri- 
can Catholics. analyzes the Supreme Court deci- 
sions the McCollum and Zorach cases, quoting liber- 
ally from non-Catholic sources show that the opposi- 
tion the McCollum decision was not strictly Cath- 
olic dissent. 


141 


142 


appraisal made the effectiveness the 600 
Newman Clubs and Student Centers, and, general, 
Dr. believes that when these clubs are served 
carefully chosen chaplains they offer the best oppor- 
tunity the Church has for providing the religious train- 
ing the majority American Catholics the future 
who will have college education. 

his final charge American Catholics, Dr. O’Neill 
encourages them take proportionate share in- 
terest and responsibility the business public edu- 
cation. 

This book honestly written man who knows 
whereof speaks. His opinions are means 
shared the majority Catholic clergy and laity 
all areas, but they represent point view 
particularly difficult and debatable aspect the lives 
many Catholics the daily world school. There 
will opposition Dr. O’Neill’s views from outside 
the Church, and from within well. But none can 
doubt his honesty, the completeness the job 
has done documenting his opinions this field 
where emotion often holds sway over fact. 


Paul Lilly, 
University Scranton 


Boatner, Major Mark 
Military Customs and Traditions 
McKay. June 29, 1956. 176p. $2.75. 


This book every high school and college library 
should find room for the shelves, perferably the 
reference sections. Although the title sounds much 
like that “training manual” for troop instruction, 
(and should prove valuable officers charged with 
such duty), intended for the general public and 
packed with information. Major Boatner the son 
soldier and West Point product and presently 
instructor military history Point.” The 
various chapters sketch How Armies Evolved, the 
Pomp and Pageantry the military, the Origin Mili- 
tary Words, items peculiar the American military, 
Soldier Slang and Jargon, Significant Dates the Form- 
ing Military Tradition, “Customs the Serv- 
ice,” (including some hints for military ladies, i.e., the 
wives officers and soldiers), special appendix 
Fourrageres and Aiguiletters Soden, and two 
other appendices Critical Dates Military Evolu- 
tion and Army Organization. bibliography 
standard references completes the book. 


McCallum, John 

The Tiger Wore Spikes. 

Biography Cobb 
Barnes. May 240p. $3.95. 
Tyrus Raymond Cobb would have been success 
anything tried: chose become the greatest ball- 
player all time, mean distinction country 
where every boy grows with ball and glove. Only 
diehard Babe Ruth fans would deny the 
achievement. played more games, made more 
runs, more hits, more triples, more stolen bases than 
any other player. hit over .300 for straight big- 
league years, won the American League batting title 
nine times row, and his lifetime average (.367) 


Informal 
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unsurpassed. this the era great pitchers and 
the dead ball. 


Cobb played the game hard, “bearing down like 
sophomore” all the way, Mr. McCallum tells 
made few friends, fewer mistakes, and what marked 
him for greatness was almost puerile passion 
the best everything did. player was 
feared both ruthless and vicious, though Cobb 
denies ever deliberately spiked anyone. Other 
played ball for fun and money: Cobb, with his 
scientific mind, added will win that quite exceeded 
his will survive. Although his salary never 
proached that modern stars, the Georgia Peach par. 
layed his earnings into fortune, and had the good 
sense retire the climate northern California. 


Mr. McCallum’s book all baseball, loaded with 
dotes, pictures, and statistics. The style somewhat 
enthusiastic (“he ran through the astonished defens: 
faster than secret through women’s bridge party”), 
but the subject merits it. Red-hot fans will learn 
ing sensationally new about Cobb, but they will glad 
have all their Cobbiana one place. 
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Hunter, Edward 
Brainwashing—The Story Men Who 
Defied 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. May 18, 1956. 310p. $3.75. 
every American, Englishman, and others not 
munist controlled countries, could read this book, 
would further question allowing Red Chin 
seat the U.N.—rather Russia and her satellite 
would expelled uncivilized, vicious, and unfit for 
human association! 


Edward Hunter has talked almost every returned 
prisoner war and many civilians, whose 
were spread across the headlines, and tells the 
why and how the “confessions.” tells why 
American soldiers “chose” remain Red 
rather than return home. These were confessions 
nor voluntary choices; those who made them had 
will. was taken away 
you have read this book you realize only too well thet 
does exist. 

Correspondents Korea and Japan refused believe 
that there was such thing that human beings could 
inflict such tortures other humans. Beside the 
washing technique, the Spanish Inquisition and other 
medieval tortures appear friendly gestures. 


Pavlov, eminent Russian physiologist, had performed 
some interesting experiments with dogs show 
actions under certain circumstances. The Reds began 
pervert this knowledge 1920 when they first began 
their slave camps and the technique was sufficient 
1936 result the Purge Trials, the first public 
play victims brainwashing. 
The people Russia and China are victims, even 
mass brainwashing, necessary keep 
control. What more natural than that prisoners should 
get the same treatment “willingly” spread 
Communist Doctrine! Major Aidar 
ancestral pla 


are told just why Batchelor “cracked” and fom 
remain; why Colonel Schwable “confessed” 
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warfare; and why General Dean remained firm; how 
Major David MacGhee confused his tormentors; and 
how Sgt. Robert Wilkins retained his equilibrium 
appearing balmy automobiles fellow 
Hunter tells the ingenuity used 
British and Americans outwit their indoctrinators 
and the deep personal contact the negro with 
God, that saved them. 

From all those who suffered, and whom the author 
spoke, brainwashing was revealed “political strategy 
for expansion and control made two processes. 
One the conditioning, softening up, process pri- 
marily for control purposes. The other indoctri- 
nation persuasion process for conversion purposes.” 
The elements brainwashing, used different pro- 
portions for different individuals are hunger, fatigue, 
tenseness, threats, violence, and even drugs and hypno- 
are given cases the use each. 


the greatest asset the Communists. 

Knowledge their methods the greatest blow. Only 

realizing what they are doing can hope stop 

thm. the words the author... 
“The world now has received ample proof that nothing 
emanating from Red source can believed. The ideology 
the Communist Party—by teaching that truth what con- 
forms its changing political line and that good what 
helps the party—excuses any lie, atrocity, aggression 
long pro-Red intent. Words and deeds that 
normally are regarded deceitful and evil, constitute routine 
procedure under Communism.” 

Truly book that should read every student and 

adult—especially those our Departments Defense 


and State. 
John Cullen, LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Markey, Gene Kentucky Pride 
Random House. June 29, 1956. 305p. $3.95. 


This violent volume, intense and times gripping, 
sems have been whipped together Mr. Markey 
with the rawhide bitterness which gripped the South 
during the infamous “Reconstruction Period.” The 
men, heroes and knaves, pour through its pages, gyrat- 
ing from paroxysms hate heights selfless loyalty, 
lavishily with the bawdy Latin doggerels 
link Toadvine, the sinister machinations “fast buck” 
boys known piously the “Council Evil.” 
Markey has, certainly, stirred devil’s brew. His 
and plot are gripping and times entertain- 
But, heaven forfend! this volume for our 
the immature already surfeited with the 
nauseating rhythm “rock ’n’ roll” they careen 
down the divided highways “souped-up hot-rods.” 


Cass Faring the proverbial “fancy lady” with loose 
morals but kind heart; Damaris. run-of-the-script 
female who uses her wiles and her body 
her objectives; while Lacey Archer, who finally 
her man, the victim all the sinister attempts 
her, familiar readers the romantic novel. 


The story concerns the return from the Civil War 
Major Aidan Kensal and his struggle get back his 
plantation, “Oakenden,” rudely snatched 
him the spoils personal war Major 
Veach Doucain, lately the Union Army, who spent 
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years Washington, masterminding the nefarious 
“Kentucky Produce Company” the side—mostly 
his side. the course the narrative there are mur- 
ders, rape, floggins, brutal fisticuffs and sundry assort- 
ment mayhem, all the ingredients tumbling along 
with the roar bloody Niagara. The colored 
mammy, Davona, and the eccentric preacher, Rev. 
Pruitt, lighten the stress and strain here and there, but 
the whole this novel reads like “Mickey Spillane 
Blue and Gray.” Caveat emptor lector! 


Louis Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 


Worth more than passing attention are three new 
Pelican publications. Plastics the Service Man, 
Couzens and Yarsley, 272, $0.85; I), 
thoroughly readable and amazingly informative 
survey the structure, manufacture, uses plastics 
For the artist and antiquarian particularly Silver, 
Gerald Taylor, 306, $0.95; I), which traces the 
history British from the Middle Ages 
the present French Architecture, Pierre 
Lavedan, 329, $0.95; would especially useful 
for the tourist, both preparatory reading and 
handy guide book. three are illustrated gen- 
erous number plates. library might well stock 
copies this excellent series, originating England. 


Clinton Rossiter’s recent study The American Presi- 
dency, reviewed the June 1956, issue Best 
Sellers, has been issued Signet for $0.35, (K-334, 

the same publisher has released George Orwell’s 
satiric study totalitarianism, Animal Farm, (1289, 
$0.35; Also, Alan Paton’s Too Late the 
rope, 1290, $0.35; IIb), best seller 1953. 


The Ballantine release list includes Burl Ives’ collection 
Sea Songs, complete with melody line and chord 
notations, (146, $.35; Another western from the 
facile pen Frank O’Rourke, Hard Men, (149, $0.35; 
fast paced story almost disaster peace- 
time atomic plant, Nerves, Lester Del Rey, (151, 
$0.35; meant-to-be-funny lampoon politics, 
I’m for First, Roger Price, (152, $0.35; 
which only intermittently funny and sometimes 
downright vulgar. 


the new Dell list are reprint Louis Bren- 
nan’s tough-talking and slambang novel political 
corruption originally called “Masque and 
here Affair Dishonor, 174, $0.35; IIb) 
Nevil Shute’s popular novel 1952, 
The Far Country, 175, $0.35; third-time- 
round printing Brett Halliday’s Mike Shayne detec- 
tive slugging, Deadly Vein, (now 905, formerly 
388, $0.35; IIb) Lee Wells’ western about outlaws 
taking over frontier town, Day the Outlaw, (906, 
$0.25; Norman Fox’s Shadow the Range, 
cowboy versus homesteader tale, (907, $0.25; 
And first printing sex-ridden murder story, Cry 
Passion Richard Jessup, (109, 0.25; IIb). 


Worth noting, too, nicely printed pocket-size paper- 
back biography Louise Marillac Sister Ber- 
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trande, the Daughters Charity. AWoman Named 
Louise published the Marillac College Press 
Normandy, Missouri. 


Grove Press reprints Alan Lomax’s life Jelly Roll 
Morton, Dixieland Jazzman, complete with some music 
his composition and listing the recordings the 
great pianoman made; Mister Jelly Roll will for jazz 
fans, (E-35, $1.45; Ila) Dover Publications has re- 
titled Margaret Schlauch’s “The Gift Tongues” 
The Gift Language, ($1.75; which will 
good handbook for supplementary reading text 
college courses. 


For solitaire company use the Perma Quiz Book 
gotten together Joseph Nathan Kane, (M-3039, 
$0.25; After five printings Pocketbook edition 
1943, Dashiell Hammett’s 1929 tough-paced Conti- 
nental novel Red Harvest gets Permabook re- 
issue (M-3043, $0.25; IIb) Thomas Williams’ novel 
American soldiers shacking Japan reprinted 
from the 1955 Bobbs-Merrill edition, (M-4044, $0.35; 
IIb) western Dwight Bennett about strife be- 
tween nesters and herders titled, The Avenger, 


Best 


(M-3045, $0.25; Henry Kuttner writes mur. 
der mystery from viewpoint lay psychoanalyst, and 
not too credibly; that The Murder Eleanor Pope, 
(M-3046, $0.25; IIa). 


Sarah Lockwood’s novel about tycoon from the 
western iron mines, The Man from Mesabi, gets cover 
treatment which may lead you think the title Iron, 
Money and Love; but that’s only the 
$0.35; Other Pocketbook titles for July 
clude Forbidden Valley Allan Elstoon, bit 
the violent side, (116, $0.25; Marjorie 
Intyre’s The River Witch, which dreadfully turgid 
but cover-decorated with misleading enticement, (1117, 
$0.25; IIb) collection eighteen brief, tricky 
little problems for the Queens, father and son, 
“Ellery Queen,” (1118, $0.25; And pocket 
edition Betty MacDonald’s Onions the Stew, 
best seller for some weeks June, 1955, (1119, $0.25; 
Another Cardinal edition which dull and 
dirty its original Harold Robbins’ study 
priced prostitutes, Park Avenue, (C-219, $0.35; IV), 
earns its publisher the demerit badge for the 
month. 
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